Union Corners: Redefining the Core

Madison, WI

Residing between two glacial lakes, Madison, Wisconsin is a city defined by its water
resources. Early inhabitants were attracted to the region for the bountiful food sources and
transportation options that the lakes provided. This setting presented an optimal site for
the City of Madison and has forged its identity as a place where the lake system is enmeshed
in the fabric of the community. Sitting on an isthmus at the nexus of three distinct
neighborhoods, the Union Corners site offers a unique opportunity to bridge these
neighborhoods while building on their inherent strengths- friendly neighborhood streets, a

regional open space system, and a burgeoning art community.

The Union Corners plan reflects the Schenk-Atwood-Starkweather-Yahara neighborhood’s
small town atmosphere while providing gathering places, commercial, recreational and
employment opportunities that takes advantage of the site’s strategic location along the rail
corridor. The central organizing element of the site is a 2 acre park that will serve as the
town square, providing opportunities for performances, gatherings, farmers markets and
other community sustaining functions. The park is designed to be a part of a green
infrastructure system with native prairie rain gardens, connecting to green streets,
courtyards and intimate public spaces. From the park, a network of pedestrian and bike
paths links residents to public transit, shared open spaces, community facilities and to the
regional trail system. The plan offers a variety of housing options- from live work spaces
that support a creative art and culinary economy to apartments, townhomes, and a cluster
of multi-family residences with a common house and gardens that can support a Cohousing
community. While the architectural character is contemporary, the design references the
form and materials common to the neighborhood. Itis a place that truly embraces the spirit

and vitality of Madison’s creative and diverse eastside neighborhoods.
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