
Coalition of Local Government Elected Leaders 
 

 
September 6, 2011  
 
 
Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker 
Wisconsin State Senate 
Wisconsin State Assembly 
115 East Capitol 
Madison, WI  53702 
 
Dear Governor Walker, Members of the Wisconsin State Senate, and Members of the Wisconsin 
State Assembly: 
 
We write today in opposition to the provisions regarding the use of criminal history to deny 
access to housing which are included in 2011 Senate Bill 107, amending Sec. 66.0104 
“Prohibiting ordinances that place certain limits on a landlord”. 
 
It is an accepted national standard that to reduce crime and poverty in a community, it is essential 
to diversify housing based on income and race.  Desegregated neighborhoods based on race and 
family income have consistently led to decreased crime, decreased childhood poverty, and 
decreased property damage, while increasing both average household income and access to 
quality public education.   
 
However, SB 107 undermines our ability to diversify housing and therefore improve our 
communities’ safety and quality of life.   Specifically, two provisions in the bill, 66.0104 (2)(a)(5) 
and 66.0104 (2)(b), allow housing providers to deny housing based on criminal history, regardless 
how far back the crime or arrest was or whether it has any relation to housing. The result will be 
housing segregation based on race. 
 
It is no secret that African Americans are tremendously over-represented in the state’s criminal 
justice system.  African Americans represent only 6.3 % of the state’s population, but they 
comprise approximately 50% of those with arrest and conviction records.  SB 107 adds insult to 
this injury.  To allow denial of housing based solely on criminal record is to allow housing 
providers to deny housing based on race.  
 
Without a doubt, this provision will create housing communities segregated by race, allowing 
owners of top-quality housing to deny renting to African Americans under the guise of their 
criminal background while leaving owners of lesser-quality housing stock to rent to those 
otherwise denied housing.  Housing is a fundamental right, and adding stereotyping grounds as a 
reason to deny housing should be condemned, not legally encouraged, by the government and 
elected leaders.   
 
Additionally, this law will not just result in denied housing for those with criminal records.  It 
will leave their families—children, spouses, parents—with denied access to housing too and 
therefore denied access to safe neighborhoods and top-quality schools.   
 
Finally, we question the constitutionality of the proposed law.  The U.S. Constitution prohibits 
laws that have such a disparate impact on a particular race as to result in racial segregation as 



severe as if the purpose was to discriminate intentionally.  SB 107 has all the indications that it 
will indeed lead to such disproportionate racial discrimination as to violate the Constitution.   
 
We urge you to vote against SB 107, or at the minimum delete 66.0104 (2)(a)(5) and 66.0104 
(2)(b).  These provisions go beyond the landlord / tenant relationship and have serious societal 
implications.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Carousel Andrea Bayrd 
Dane County Supervisor 
4901 Sherwood Road 
Madison, WI 53711 
bayrd@countyofdane.com 
(608) 658-7333 
 
 
Melissa Sargent     Dianne Hesselbein   
Dane County Supervisor   Dane County Supervisor  
1638 Mayfield Lane    1420 North High Point Road  
Madison, WI  53704    Middleton, WI  53562 
sergeant@countyofdane.com   hesselbein@countyofdane.com 
 
 
Shiva Bidar-Sielaf    Brian Solomon    
Madison City Council    Madison City Council  
2704 Kendall Avenue    2148 West Lawn Avenue 
Madison, WI  53705    Madison, WI  53711 
district5@cityofmadison.com   district10@cityofmadison.com 
 
 
Analiese Eicher     Marj Passman 
Dane County Supervisor   Madison Metropolitan School Board 
408 North Henry St, #C    3118 Todd Drive 
Madison, WI 53703    Madison, WI  53713 
eicher@countyofdane.com   mpassman@madison.k12.wi.us 
 
 
 
cc: Members of the Dane County State Delegation 
 


